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OFFICIAL.
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT.

James W, Davidaon, United Btales marshal for the
northern district of Hlinois, in plice of Iron Nye,

B. H. Packer, postmaster at Geneva, N. Y., vice J,
B. Lewis.

H. F. Feeney, postmaster at Wheeling, Va., vice
G. A, Caeralft.

THE WEELY UNION,

A glance at the appearance ag well as contents of
the Weekly Union will conclusively show, we think,
that no pains or expense is spared on our part to
vender it worthy of its large and  still-inercasing cir-
culation. It is a large and handsome sheet, printed
on fine white paper, and contains more reading mat-
ter than can be found in any other weekly paper of
the same subseription price, (one dollar per annnm.)

This week's issne contains a biographical sketch
of the late Hon. W. L. Marcy, and an account of his
Inst illness and faneral ; intereating European intelli-
genee ; report of the proceedings of the Mississippi
and Goorgia democratic State conventions ; editorials
on the controverted Kansas constitutional questions ;
Governor Walker's northern and southern assailants;
the bombardment of Gireytown ; the great fire at Port
an Prince ; the pearl discoveries; editorials on the
leading political topics and events of the week ; the
spirit of our democratic exchanges ; foreign and do-
mestic miscellany ; and the latest news by telegraph
and the mails up to the time of going to press.

A ROPE OF BAND.

We have read with care the opinion of the court
of appeals on the constitutionality of the New York
police bill. We have ndvised all to conform to the
decision as possessing o binding obligation. But if
this interpretation of the constitution is correct, und
to guide judicial action in other cases, wo are forced
to the conclusion that written constitutions create no
binding or controlling obligations. While we con-
demn the partisanship which Judge Shankland dis-
plays in gttempting to defend, by unproved and un-
provable assumptions, the action of his political
friends in the legislature, we accord to his brethren
great learning and ability, and the most perfect
purity of purpose as well us the best possible inten-
tions. They certainly most justly enjoy the respect
and confidence of all.

Notwithatanding all this, we ihink they have
erred, Bince 1777 New Ywrk has been governed
nnder o written constitution, and- has been divided
into counties, towns, cities, and villages, and thesa
ugnin subdivided into districts, under the action of
local authority. Under it all judicial and ministerial
suthoritien, inclading justices of the peace, were ap-
pointed by the governor and council of revision.
The constitution of 1821 took from the executive
nearly all his patronage, except appointing the chan-
cellor, judges of the supreme, cirenit, and county
courts, surrogates, district attornoys, masters in
chancery, and a fow other unimportant officers, and
conferred. it upon the elcotors.  That of 1846 divest-
ed him of these and made them elective also. The
dosign was to make the government one of the peo.
ple, ncting in their sovercign eapacity of clectors.
The governor, all high officers of State, the en-
tire judicial catablishment, including shorilly, clorks,
and district attorneys, also militia officers, and all
eonnty, town, city, and village officers, were made
elective by those whose business they were designed
to transact. The wlhole scheme of govermfoent is
elective, or self-government to its utmost limit. The
public business of the counties, towns, eities, and
villages, as well as that of the Siate, is managed by
official agenta elected by those who pay the expense
of their respective governments, and to whom they
owe direct responsibility. “The second section of the

_ tenth article shows that it was designed to secure

and perpetuate this state of things, and to prevent
legislative interference :
AN eounty nfficers whose election or appointment s not
ded for by this constitution shall be elected by the
electors of the respective countles, or appointed by the
boards of supervisors or other county anthoritios, an the
ﬁhm shall divect. Al city, town, and village officers
clection vr appointment is not provided for by this
constitution shall be ol the electors of such cities, towns,
and villages, or of some division thereof, or appointed by such
authoritica thereof, ns the leginlature shall designate for
the purpose : all other officors whose or int
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ministored with the recognition
the conrts, the bar, and people of the whole Blate,
regurdless of political parties. .

Although the police arrangements of counties,
towns, cities, and villsges wero snbject to minor va-
riations, the leading features of local elector wnd rep-
rosentutive and responsibility were preserved. The
variations of form didt not impair the greal princi-
ple of selfgovernment illustrated in popular local
elections controlling the affairs of the interested con-
stitnent,  The metropolitan-polive bill has, in effect,
nollified thess great sl Familiar principles upon
which free roprestntative goverument résts. If
the principles upon which the decision inguestion
in based are resognised and control, there is not one
power delegated in the constitution which may not
be widely perverted, nor one prolibited which may
not in some form be exercimod,  On the contrary, the
will of the legislature is the sole limit of legislative
power. X

When the exercise of w power is forbidden a change
in form, it seems, renders itvonstitutional, 1fexpressly
confarred upoy and limited to a specific and known di-
vision of the State, by including another portion with
it, the constitutional authority is changed. The po-
lice power of the city of New Yurk, by the conatitu-
tion, devolved upon the elective officers of the eity
corporntion, and that of Westchester was conforred
upon those elected by that county. Under the de-
cision of the court both may Ve deprived of their
rights and the eléctars &I theiv privileges, and the
legislature may teanefer the whole police power to
the appointecs of the governor. The city and coun-
ty must pay the expenses without huving the least
control over those whose acts determine their
amonnt.  The restraint of the will of the constituent
upon the agent is wholly loat. Representation and
taxation have no r to each other,

The same principle will eoable the legislature ef-
fectually to strip the governor of his functions, by
laws which shall be limited to a distriet composed of
all the counties in the Stato bnt one.  The court of
appeals may be deprived of its effective jurisdietion
in seven out of the eight divisions over which it ex-
droises power, by forming a spocinl district with o
tribunal to exercise its substantive powers. By the
union of two supreme court districts a new tribunal
may be created and exercise therein original or revi-
sory powerd. By forming a district composed of fifty
counties, sheriffs and constables may exercise their
functions equally in all of them. Magistrates may
send their process in each of them,

New officers may, in effect, supersede the judges,
sheriffs, coroners, clerks, magistrates, constables,
and surrogates, and exercise most, if not all, of their
usnal functions. By uniting divisions of the militia,
the governor, or some one clse, might appeint the
military officers in each, to the exclusion of those
who have the right ander the constitution. Portions
of the legislative power might bo committed to new-
Ily-created divigions of the Btate. Every officer iu it
might be stripped of the substantial portions of hia
jurisdiction and power to be conferred upon some
functionary, with more or less inviting fees, and
strengthened, perhaps, by all snch inducements as po-
litical patronnge wenally holds out.  The theory that
under a State constitution the legislature may exer-
vise every power not prohibited is the real parent
of i thousand errors nud multiplied tyrannics. But
the present cage has not thut apology, because the
copgtitntion confides to the l.'it)' electors the power
to elect the cily authorities, who are clothed with
specific powers. The decision in question leaves
cerlain city officera by vame, but strips them of the
powers contemplated by the constitution, and con-
fers them upon new officers of executive appoint-
ment, thus taking from the people what the constitu-
tion expressly conferred upon them. To arrive st
thin crroneons conclusion, the court necessarily over-
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ruled mamerous decisions recognised as law in the
State, including some of their own body. I the prin-
ciple ghall be carried out, as it may readily be, by an
ungernpnlous legislature, the Stale government, in
uearly every department, may be transferred to
tho appointees of the excenlive,. to the exclusion
of the constitutional ngents of the clectors, thus
working a revolution in the Btate in defiance of
the constitution and its guarantees. The anbstance
is made to yicld to the ghadow. Things forbidden to
be done are accomplished by indirect meanns. The
logiglative power in practically without restraint,
those suggested by the court being easily avoided
by the introduction of new names and unanticipated
contrivances. If the cords of written constitutions
have so little binding effect, they are mensurably
usoless, and may well be termed ropes of sand.

CONGRESSION AL NOMINATIONS IN GEORGIA.

Hon. Hiram Warner, who so ably represented the
fonrth district, Georgia, in the lnst Congress, having
declined a nomiination, the democracy of the district
have ted Col. L. J. Gartrell in his place. Of

ment §s not provided for by this constitution, and all ofti-
cors whose offices may hereafter bo created by law, shall

This provision conclusively shows that all connty,
town, eity, and village officers not otherwise provi-
ded for must be elected by the people of the coun-
ties, towns, cities, and yillages. All such officers

the nominee the Newnan Banner says :

vCol. Gartrell's services in the presidential eloction
st full, as eloctor for this distedet, sre fresh in the roc.
ollections of the people.  His majority of 1,615 over the
Fillmore elector was one of the grestest triumphs ever
nelioved for the d ti ty in the fourth congres-
sional disteict. 1t sealod fato of Sam, who begins
to show somo signs of life with the | 4 of an

had local duties to perform relating to the busi

of their constituents. Taxation, representation, and
accountability to the constituont went hand in hand.
The constitution clearly intended to recognise and
continne these relations, and to prohibit the logisla-
ture from interforing with them. The provision in
relation to “all other officers whose ¢loction or ap-
pointment was not provided for, whose offices may
hereafter be created by Inw, shall be clected by the
people or sppointed, as the legislature may direct,”
looka not to county, town, vity, or villuge officers,
or the duties performed by them, but to those hav-
ing a distinct and independent character, wuch
as architecls to construct buildings at the capital,
lunatic or other asylums, Btate prisons, or other

similar building¥, or o perform other special dutics |

not of local concernment committed to the connties,
towns, cities, or villages, The geological survey,
docamentary history, and the New York harbor ex.
aminntions, the codifiention of the laws, and similar
matters, are within this clanse. The design was
not to interfere with or control the powers ¢on-
ferred upon the counties, towns, cities, nnd villages,
but ta provide for cases which might poxsibly have
been overlooked in considering those intended to be
inoluded under goneral headn.  The executive, judi-
cinl, ministerial, and police powers were all conferred
and distribute | under the constitution, and were
exercined thronghout the Btate pursuant to laws in
foree prior to the constitution of 1846, and lowg ad
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additional wrinkle in his platform.  The people will ratily
in October the proceedings of  the tion, and mani.
fest their appreciation. of Gartrell's noble effortn in the
canse of his country by mmning hm into the House of
Representatives of the United Btates upon a longer and n
stronger poll than has ever fallon to the lot of any of his
worthy and illustrious predecessors. "’

Democratic nominations for Congress have been
muade in six dlsiricts in Ceorgia, as follows :

Third district, —D. J. Baily.

Fourth disteiet.—L. J. Gurtrell,

Fifth distriet. —A. . Wright.

Hixth district. - Jnmes Tnckson,

Beventh district. —Lin, Stephons.

Eighth district,—A. H. Stephens,

A CANDID ADMISSION.

Mr. A. J. Greer, the editor of a bluck-republican
paper, published in Juniata connty, Pennsylvania, in
taking leave of his party and paper, says :

“ The vepublican party, under s prosent constiluted
lenders, i8 the meanest party with which we ever had
anything 0 do.  Without prudence or diseretion, it
vushes madly into oxtremes, and renders itsell olmoxions
o all liberal.minded poople.”*

The Lounisville Journal gives the full official re-
turns of the vote for appellate judge in Kentueky,
from which we lewrn that twenty-two countios in the
district give Wheat, know-nothing, 9409 ; Ballitt,
democrat, 9,367. This is close shaving, auid in all
probability there will yet be gome trouble in settling
the official comnt.

An agent is to be sent to England from New York
to induce the owners of the Great Bastern to send
her to that port,
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I OPINIONS © ¥
POFULAR  HOYEI
TAINED. _
The following article on “The vexed constitu-
tionsl questions of Kansas'' in copied from the Rich-
mond Eoquirer of last Toosduy's issue :
lt.l;:nl n very difficult matler, we are sure, to mscer-

oy g e

by o104 o) 4 any
rate, we shall an to b Whem out ; and
we shall do so with very cool to the clamor
n on the subject.

ow rifn
In the first it is clear thad all citizens are boumd
L |

. The legidflature of Kansas

g of that nct.
excoptions of power Lo tax the
lands of the llnihdwmm of nom-reshdents, the ful-
lowing section hands over all powers of leglslation to the

3

. And be it further enacted, That the lgistative
power of the Territory mw ALL RIGHTFUL SUB-
JECTS of legislation L with the coustitution of
the United States,'" Ke.

Such Is the tenor and #pieit of the wholo wet ; it belng

the intention and of Congress to leave the people
of the "Territory * free to form and regulate their
domestic institutions in own way."'

Lost ‘they should be embarmssed fu the free aud unre:
stenined manngement of thele own offisins by the Missouri
Compromise, Congress, in the Kansas-Nebraska act, took
capecial paing to remove that impedimont by declwing it
Cinoperative and void,'* adding as the reason and exply.
nntion of doing so the declaration ;

STt bedng the teve intent and meaning of this act not
to legislte slavery into any Territory or Btate, nor to ex-
cludi it therefrom, but to leave the thereaf perfecily free
for forwm and vegmlte their domentic i in their owen way,”"
e,

Having thus transferred all powers of legislation to the
Torritory—to *‘the Territory”’ in [ts entirety, and not to
its loglslnture or any particular department of its govern-
ment—Congress has from that day to this abstained from
all legislation or Interferonce in its affairs. It could at
any moment have expressly repealed or modificd  its gen-
oral grant of legislative powers, or tacitly resumed o por-
tion of those powers, by exercising them itsclf ; but it has
never done so, and from the passage of the organie aot of
1854 until this day ‘‘the Territory’' of Kunsas hus pos-
wossod wll powers of legikdgtion in the Territory not in-
consdstent with the constitntion of the United States.

Among these powers of legislation are those for nu-
thorising a convention of the Territory and for fruming a
constitution, preparatory to its admission os u State into
the Union. Accordingly, lnst winter, the territorinl lugis-
Inture enncted a law providing for an enumeration of the
inhabitants and the olectlon of a constitutional conven-
tion. This law was passed with the knowledge of Con-
gress and by its tacit consent.  Indeed, the whole coun-
try, except, the Topeka ftactlon within the Territory and
the black-republican party at the North, acqniesced in
this Inw and tacitlysanctioned and approved it,

Thus, not only hes the entive power over this subject
been surrendered by Congross to the ~that is to
say, the people, legislnture, and body-politic—but the ex.
ercise of this power has been nequicsced in by Congress.
The whole subject-matter has been left to the mannge-
ment of the Territory, and there is no power but Con-
gress that can interfere to control the manner in which
their work shall be conductid —Congress isell  being
estopped from Interference by the principles of the Kan.
sas-Nebragkn act, and by its sllence lost winter in, the
incipiency of this movement in the Territory for u con-
vention.

Thus, the Territory of Kansas has boen clothed by
Congress with the same powers over the whole subjict of
the framing of a itution and its adoeption by the
people s it would huve over the subject if it were an in-
dependent, sovercign Btate.  We in Virginia, or they in
South Caroling, or Massachusetts, or Kuntschnthka, have ne
more right Lo interfere in tho matter, ns (hey shall choos:
to mannge it, by our clamor or otherwise, than the peo-
ple of Kansas would have to intorfere with us if we were
engaged in frming s new constitution for our own sover-
cign State.

The guestions whether the constitution about to be
framed for Kansns should bo sobmitted o the people
for mtification or not ; and, i so, 1o whom shall It e
submitted, are loenl questions, belonging exclusively to
the Twrritory to decide in the wsnal forus *in its own
way. "

For onrselves, we are perfectly willing to abide the de-
cision of the Territory itself on these questions, nol
merely from choice, but becanse we could not control
the deetsion if we would.

1t cannot be denied thak thore nre two sides to both of
the questions which are the subject of so much idlo and
fruitless controversy outside of Koansas,  As to the gues-
tion whether the constitutibn about to be framed ought
to be accepted by the people directly frofa the hands of
the convention, or should bé sulmitted to popular ratifi-
cation, the precedents wre various and the argaments
plausible on either gide. The firet conetitution of Virginis,
which was framed in the tronbles of the revolution, was
not submitted to the peoplo for ratifiention. The two suc-
ceeding constitutions, of 1830 and 1850, which were
framed In the tranquillity of pence, were both submitbed
to the people for mtification. The constitution of the
United States was submitted to the ituent. Blates.
The early precedents were in favor of receiving constitu-
tions directly from the conventions franing them ; but
within the lnst twenty yoars, of all the States and Terri-
tories that have adopbed constitutions, bat four have ac:
ceptod them divectly from their conventions ; and these
were New York, Peunsylvania, Towa, and Kentoeky
three northern Btates and  but one southern Stato.  We
find this following classification of Btates with reference to
the subject in the Charleston Mercury

States whove constititiona have nof béen submitted for ratification o

the people.
Maine, October 20-c--cc-cecemmcmrcnamnananinn
Now Hampshive, Febroary -« ----- =iy
Vermont, July 9-«-c«cscnecnarccacansanencans

Mumsnchnsetts, March 2---ceceaoeean.
Connecticut, September 15 «eocacacaeaamaaaaan.
New York, Ovtolor -0 <cvceanes

New Jersey, June 20 ----cc0nvo--

Penusylvania, Febroary 22-----

Delnware, Docomber 2-seeearensean.

North Caroling, December 18
South Covoling, June 3 «--«
Georgla, May 30 <---x-nnaeane-
Alabana, July §-+e-=
Miksisslppl - - =< ==--- -
Kentucky, June 11--
Missouri- - -

| om the other, the precedents are various,

Arkans, January 4-
Jown, Muy 1B:-ccccncncmennomrinmnsanaansaas
Staten whose constitutions bve been submnitted for ratification.

Rbodo Taland; November §- - - - - —saeeamsvaaeas 1842
Maryland, Moy Te-sceee-- - 184l
Virgmin, August 1«c---uen - 1861
Florids, January 30----ce-ece- . ~»=. 1838
Lonisiann, July Bl---cccececcvcccaccens -= 1852
Tennessee, An BOeeeanvan 184
Olilo, Mageh 10 ceccecascncnmcncmmaras -- 1851
Minois, Angost 31 -« cemeenen === 1HAT
Tnel February 10 === 1851
Michigan, Aughst 15----c-ccoesamanan 1850
Wisconsin------- - e LT
Toxns, Angnst 27- - - cea 1845
Californis, September 9=« -==-cemmmmmonomoneas 1850

The other question  of controversy, o whom shell the
comatitufion be sulaiiitted for ratification, in onse it shall bo de-
cided townljoct it to the popular ordeal, is elc‘l.l:ully within
the absolute control of *‘the Territory’’ of Kannas,

Here, too, we must sy for ourselves that we are wil-
ling to nbide the decision of the Territory ; nok, it may
e, from choioe, liuk from compulsion. Woin Virginia have
no right consistently with the provisions of the Knnss-
Neliraskn act, and with the repeated pledges of the SBouth,
to interfere with the people of Kansas in deciding  this
question “In thelr own way. "'

We would remark, however, that on this question, as
In Virginia
wo hiave had two opposits precodents ; for, while the con-
stitution of 1830 was sulmiitled to the volers who wire
qualified to vole for the members of the constitutional
convention, the constitution of 1850 was submitted to
the voters who shonld be qualified wnder the terms of the
new constitution itsel.  We take it for granted that this
will be the precise question in the Kansas convention,
vin: the new constitution shall
to vote for membors of the

WASHINGTON

TUNTON.

i -
1 Territerics will be obliged to acruicnpo in that
wdh.hﬂ,:ﬁu will not e & very conservitive
ono.  All legistation npon the g wtion
of voters in the Tewritories s been very loose,  **Inhab-
Itants’" has been the torm genermlly used, and this with
littde or no restriction ss to of resbdence.  The or-
dinance of 1787 allowed all “lnbabitants’ to vote who
should own ffty ncres of lands  The treaty of Louisinon
stiputated thist it Cinbabitauts' of the coded Territory
shoulid have all the rights in the Tervilory of *“vitl-
s Bo dd the treaty coding da, & The K-
s Nebraska net qualifid  as voters in its organisation of
those Territorles “‘overy free white male inhabtont pbove
the age of twenty-one yoars who shipll be an sl resident
of said Territory.'" Awd the resolution of the Domooratic
Nationnl Convention st Cincinnati, looking exprossly to
the fi tion of a gitution, ran thes :

Resotved, Thint we récognise the vight of the peuple of
all the Pervitories, including  Kans snd Nobrnska, aet-
ing theough the fuirly EXPRESSED [not fwpliod] WILL of
the meggority of oefial reaglonts, wl whenever the numbor
of their Inlnbiloats jus it, to form a constitation,
with or without domestic slavery, and be admitted into
the Union upon tevms of perfoct equality with the other
Btates,

Wi have thus explained the exact attitude n which
these vexed questions of Kanss stand.  We do not in-
tend to e understood as approving the fuilure of Con-
gress tovesume i legitivnte powers over the Pertitory.
Wo all know the circistances which have preventod its
doing wo, nad the efforts it has made in Gt The
fineck i ll thint we are now presenting ; and the fact s
undeninble that the legistation of Congross hng left the
decision of e questions we hinve alluded  to to the whiso.
lute decision of “the Territory'’ of Kanss, to be made
by whatever organism, and in whatever mode, *“the Ter-
ritory"" iy seluct,

[Ome or two mistakes occur in the talile given by
the Mercury. Jioth in 1821 and 1844 New York sulb-
mitted her new constitutions to the people for their ap-
proval or rejection.  The question of ealling the con-
ventions was sulimitted to the people. The consti-
tution of Towu wis likewise submitted to the pee-
ple—Ep, Usiox,

THE LEADING ISSUE IN KANSAS,
The Richmond Examiner, in the course of o search-
ing review of Mr. Keitt's letter, thus defines the
leading issne in Kansas :

What, then, J2 the lssue dividing parties in the Terri-
tory ! We find the black republicans, headed by Jim
Lane, contending for the sup ¥ of o tituti
which was frumed by a packed convention representing
beggrly minority of the people, and which the people
themselves never sanctioned, © Amnd we find the demo-
cratic party in the Territory, headed by Walker, resist.
ing this black-republican imposture, wiging the people to
vote for delegates to o convention representing all the
registered inhabitunts of the Territory, and pledging
themselves to use their efforts to bring the constitution
which shall be framed Uy this convention before the peo-
ple for mtification.  Buch is the lending issne in I?.:u-
s —the black  vepmblicans contending for the validily of
o eonstibution that has never been sulmitted to the peo-
ple; the democrats resisting that doctrine, and pledging
themselves b submit thelr constitulion to the people,

We have thos seen that Congress his torned over this
whole subject of the formation of a constitution, nnd the
entire regulntion of the formalition attending the ynder-
taking, to the legislature and people of the Territories.
We bave seen the division of parties that has resulted in
Kansus from this action of Congress ; we have soen the
issnes upon which parties are divided in thal Tersitory,
{the jssue of slavery or no slavery not haviug been rabsed
and not being involved at all ;) and we have seen that the
demotraey anid Walker ave contending for n demmocmtie
principle of action | vl U Kansaw=Nebraska
act, while La o ol repmblicans are contending
for an antide ntagonistic principle, to wit: tho
one contended tor by e Kefbt.

wilanee

THE CONVENTION AND THE CONSITIUTION,

We guote sgain from the same paper :

The legislature of Konsas has, ncoordingly, lnst winter,
while Congross wan in sesston and with its tacit sanetion,
taken the initintive step in this work and cnused a0 con-
vention to be clected, ns we hove alvendy sald,  That
convention will goon weet. Tt will frame o constitution ;
it will preseribe quatitications for voters under the new
government ; it wil submit this constitution for ratitica-
tion or rejection to such voters of the Territory as it may
deem proper. T other wonds, the peaple, the Tegilature,
md the eonvention of Kauss, hoving been intrusted by
Congress with the whole work of getting up a constitn-
tion for themselves, are going on with the work In their
own way, never deeaming thol they are responsible to
clomorers ontside, either at the North or at the South,
for the manner in which they shall oh to conduct a

¥ ;
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Blean ovent.  To snspect Wi of breachery or of "
eommunication with the enemy is like doabting fhe pn-
friotinm of o veteran whose Broust bs searred with the tro
plies of many o haed-foaght fleld.  He was selected for
the post be vow ovouplos becaise s responsibilitios ro-
quired experionce, coolnoss, aml mat ol t He
wont out there Lo ho holiday parade, Lo bo plsge of peace-
ful repose or *honorable exile,”” but he wos chosen as
the mont it man Lo grapple with one of the most diffioull
questions ever proscitald to the statesmen of our country ;
1o disrobé it of the soplistes which partisan rancor had

DEFARTMENT NEWS,

ETATE DEFABTMENT.

Sotmd Dues.—The followlng extonct from s despatch
dated June 15 has been poovived from I T, AL Rainals,
oni]., United Btates consul st Elsinore, and i pablished
for general informatlen t

[Extraei |

Eanchssed 1 beg to teanauit o transdation of o lotter jut
reoebved from the divector of the Sound  custom: honee,
by which you will observe that tho detention which ships
have hitherto been liable to here for the parpose of the

theown around it, mod W give It a mtional, satisfactory,
and ovnstibuthonnd sobution.  Who doubis that be will ac-
complish it ! Not the Peansylvanian, nor the deniocials
uf Uy Keystone State ; and we insist that the man who
s the confidenee of Pennsylvania has a cight to demand
fooan the democracy of Georgin and Mississippi an impar
tial henring amd a candid judgment.  Wo insist that thero
shall be no suspicion ; that ho shall be allowed  his own
thne woed manner to ke the  ombaresssing  question  of
Ennsas ont of the agitotions of party, sid gain a noble
triumph for the goeat principle of populse sovercignty.
= — a2l -

MISSISSIPPL

The democracy of Claiborne county, Mississippi,
pssembled in county convention at Port Gibson on
the 16t ull.  Among the resolutions adopted by the
convention are the fullowing :

Resodredd, That we approve the course of cur distingaish-
ol representative, Gen, Jobn A Quitmon, in Congross,
and we propose bim as the st and  unanimous cholee of
the democrncy for Congress in this distelet | and that
the choioo of the party is s fxed and  wnanimous that
we deemt n nomioating convention for this district un-
NOCERANTY .

Rewodved, That our Uniled States denators, Hons, Joll,
Davis und A, G. Brown, have the entire confidonos of the
demovmey of  Cladborne county ; and we dosine that all
I ble means should Dbe psed by onr  pepresento.
fives in the noxt legislature for the re-clection of Hon.
A. i, Brown,

Resolved, That the administration of Gen, Plerce Tas
met onr wost sanguine expectations, awlways faithful to
the whole country, the laws, and the constitution,

Resoleed, 'That we highly approve and endorse the innu-
garal of Mr. Buchianan § and in the formation of Lis cal-
inet we recognise n patriotism and justice which ave gunr-
antecs for the rights of the entire Union.

Resolved, That we are oppossd  to all tionalizm,
and to dwarfing the democratio paety down to suit factions
or oligges,

WASHINGTON CITY FIFTY-SEVEN YEAES AGO,

The following description of our cily in the year
1800, when first oceupied by the federal govern-
ment, wus written by the IHon. John Cotton Smith,
of Connectient, and will undoubtedly prove particu-
larly interesting to our Washington renders :

“ Cur appronch to the ity was accompnnied with sen-
sations not easily described.  One wing of the Capital
only had boen erected, which, with the President’s House,
womile distant from it, hoth constructed with white sand
stone, were shining objects in dismal contrast with the
weene wronnd them,  Instead of recognising the avenues
andd streets portrayed on the plan of the cily, not one wis
visible, imless wo exvept a rowd, with twe buildi on

der's giving rity for Uhe pynw the Sewl
dues, In accordance with the "
won onk the Tith of March last, mnihnmz m
trouty on the subjoct of the abolition of the il dues,
will hencufurth cease al
[Franakation. |
The royakeustoms authorities have, under dato of L
inst., acquainted me that the voyal government havy de
cided think Lie tampomry aremng ts catabilished, in -
cordines with the protocol of Tith March bast, for the s
curily of payment of Sound dnes, shadl honcefurth o,
although articls T and 8 of the of sid dato coy-
cerning the abolition of Sound dues have as yot nol e

trely been fulfilled M&ra‘imﬂ{iﬂh wnd  Holland
are oo ;
] ] e ey o TS, L
~ PLURME
Ewsanone, June 14, usi?. L
THEASUBE BEPATTMENT,

Appintscnt of a Kecper, ;{ i Lagght-vessed . — Caphain Wil
T Mullan lus bovn appointed by the S y of e
Proasury koeper of the light-vessel sl Upper  Midile
Shoal, Delaware, in place of Willlam 8, Osburne, whe
has vesigned,  Salary ar,

S¥firuon pErARTMEST.
Business of (8 Genarl Laod Office,—Subjoined Is an ab-
atenet of the buginess Wi the Goneral  Land Office for the
two weeks onding Saturdiny, July 4, 1857 ;

Number of letbers recelved and vegisterod-« -« <<« 1,817
Do do  written and tronsmittoed - 1412
Do patents engrossods - -« --ceeeoaviaeans 1,678

The bond of Lewis G, Pyles, register at Newnansville,
Florida, in the sum of $10,000, has been approved ; also
that of Walter H. Harvey, vogister st Los Angelos, Call-
fornln, in the sum of $10,000 ; also that of Nathaniel B,
Holden, voceiver of public moneys at Warsaw, Missouri,
in the swm of 850,000,

Sules of Indian Tenst  Lande.—The Commissioner of In-
dian Affuirs has received s highly interesting letter from
It 8. Blovens, esq., specinl commissioner to superintend
the sales of Wea, Plankeshaw, Koaslowsbiin, and Peorin trost
lnnds, dated at Paoln, Eansas Tecrilory, June 26, 1857,
Mr. Stevens states that, in ! with the procl
tion of the Prosident and thie instroctions he hail recoived
from the department, he commenced the sale on Wednes-
dny, the 24th ult., at 10 o'clock; a. ni., but as the buikl-
ing for his accommodation had not been completed, he
had wdjonrmed the sale until the 25th, on which duy wev-
enty-cight parcels of band were sold,  The next duy nite-
ty-six parcels were sold, which s about the quantity ex:
pected to be sold each day. He had not found it
necessary  fo minke any repuisition wpon the offfeer

cach side of it, called the New Jersey avenne.  The Ponn-
wylvanin, lending, s laid down on paper, from the Capi-
tol to the Presidentinl Mansion, was then nearly the
whole distance u deep morsss, covered with alder
bushes, which were cut through the width of the
intende] avenue daring the then ensuing winter.  Be-
tween the President’s House amd Georgetown o block
of houses had Toen erccted, which then bore, and may
still bear, the nune of the Sic Bwildings.  'Theve wor,
wlso, two other Wocks, consisting of two or three dwel-
ling: houses, in differont directions, und now mul then an |

Sinsuladed wooden Labitustion; the inforyvening spaces, and,

in d at Forl Leavenworth for troops, and trusted
that nothing would ocenr duving the sale to require any
such requisition. A large number of people were in nt-
tendunce from slmost every State in - the Unlon, and the
very best of feeling prevalled, and not the lesst disturh,
anco-or disstisfaction had arfsen,  Nearly every plece of
tand was claimed by scttlors, and taken at its valustion.
What wis not laken in this way brought generally throe
dollavs an nere.  Having no troops, he  had employed a
few picked men to nct ag & guard upon the money ro-
ocived, and he hind a full corps' of clerks, who were con-

indeed, the surface of the city generally, being
with ahrul oak bushes on the higher grounds, and on (he
marshy #oil cither trees or some sord of shrubbery. Nor
was the desolate ¢ of the ploce a little nugmented
by o nmnber of

Ly an individual whose name they bore, but the state of
whose funds compellod him to abandon them, not only
wndinighed, but inn roi diti There appearcd
to be bitk two really comfortable habitations in all s
apects within the bounds of the city, one of which be
longed to Dudley Corroll, esq., amd the other to Not-
ley Young, who were the former propritors of » large
proportion of the land approprinted to the city, but
who reserved for thelr own neo Intlon g 1
sufficient for gandens and other wselul  appurtenances.
The roads in every direction wore muddy and unimproved,
A sidewalk was attempted in one instande by & covering
fi 1 of the chips of the stoncs which  Lad Leen hewed

purely Toeal and domestic plece of business of their own,
If they, in thus managing theiv own matter in their
own mixle, shall eanse the constitution about to be framed
to be submitted to the people, we at the South will have
uo right to complain any more than they st the Noth
will have. Moreover, il the Eansss convention shall
decide npom this weasure, they will only eopy the prece-
dents we ourselves have set them ; and wo in the old
States will bo estopped from  objecting by onr own prac-
tiee nuel example.  The Vieginia constitutions both of
1830 and 1850 were submitted to the people for ratifica-
tion. The carly grecedents were the other way; bt
within the Inst twonty years sixteen Stutes have framed
constitutions, and of the o, twelve have submitted them
for ratifieation to tho people, while only four have ac-
cepted them divect from the hands of their conventions.

From the Albany Argns.
BLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES,

If any principle con ever e regurded as settled by o
popular venlicl, certainly the doctrine that the people of
our Territories ure to frame their future State Institutions
in respect Lo negro slavery, as well as all other subjocts
of domestic government, was aflirmed in the issue of the
late presidentind election.  That o community about to
enter our confedemcy of States shall be left free to form a
Stute eonstitution % or tolemating slavery, or si-
lent on that subject, and be pormittsd, with such a con-
stitution, to enter the Undon anguostioned in - respoct to
the provision en this topic, is & position to whieh the
democrutio party of the nation is irrovocably  committed,
el which the people at lage have definitely sottled. The
only daty of the genernd governinent o relation o this
mbber i, In the langnage of Prosident Dochinan's inwu-
gural, *‘to seenre to every resident inhabitant the free and
indeptndont expression of his opinion by his vote ;"' and
the only inguiry to be made, when the question of ndmis-
ston Inte the Union is presented, s whether the constitu-
tion submitted secwres to the people of the incipient State
“n republican form of government,"’ und i the fair and
delibernte enuncistion of their will ?

These wre the positions which the demoeratie party of
‘the nation occupies.  They are lroad cnough for the
whole people to stand upon  without sectional jealotisy,
anid in the exercie of frsternal feeling. We have con-
tended for than in good faith, wd intending  to secure
for thom an honest apphication.  Wo stand by them now,
aned insist upon laving them fithfully and falrly carried
out in Kansas,  We enll upon our democratie  brethren
thronghout the Union to do the same, and present to the
nathon and worlda spectacle of patriotic devotion to prin:
ciple, however it may affect, In thie or that particular in-
stance, private or sectional interests.  In this mode, wod
by this course of aotion, not only will the democratio
party maintain a por t nscendency and  prosperity,
but the nution, avoiding all dangerous clements of agita-
tiom and discord, and confining its action within ite con-
stitwtionnl sphere, will d in territorial extent and
[nerense in populstion and  wealth, clustoring  aronnd it
the affections of the whole people, snd grthering with its
growth new energy and power. - i

ANt

From the Peaneybvanlen
KANSAS AND THE ADMINISTRATION.

We have an abiding confiden®, amounting to a per-
feot vonviction, that the Kansas policy of the President,
a6 defined in his Instroctions to Governor Walker, will be
enried ont to the entive saiisfaction of all, excopt  those
who have determined to be satisficd with nothing that he
does, aned whose political existence dopends upon kovping
up that dangovous agitation which han convulsed the
Union to the contre. W cunnol oxaming the recond of
Robert J. Walker, nor look back npon tho position  he
has held for so many years as i national democrat, aond
heliove thnt e will not solve the intricate Knnsas problem

it human pratence nnd sagacity con accomplish s desi-

for the Capitol. It extended but o little way, and  was
of little valuo ; for in Jdry weather the sharp fragments
ent our ghoes, and in wet wenther covered them  with
white mortar.  In short, It was a ‘new settlement,’
The houges, with two or three excoptions, had been very
recently erected, and the operstion greatly hurried in

ahod edibives nt Greendenf” s Point, |
anid on an eminence o short dislance from it commoneed |

stantly employed twelve hours. o day. | The register and
receiver were both in attendanee, in the discharge of their
soyeral dutivs, * " 1

KAVY DEPARTAENT,

The Submarine Telograph Cubie.—Letiers from the United
States Stewm Frigate Néagira.—Several nteresting letlers
hve boen recelved by the  Becretary of - the Navy from
Captain Fudson, of the United Stutes steam figato Ning-
ara, now ab Liverpool, toking in her - portion of the sub-
maring telegraph cable.  From fhese letlers we Jeam
thnt Captain Hudson, having completed the preparmtions
for receiving the telegraph wire, loft the Portamounth
doel-yard at 8,0 mi, on the 20th, took in powder off
Spithead, ond ardved at 2, p. m., on the 22d ot Liver.
pool,  On the 2Tth s ship-load of the telegrmph eable got
alongside of the Niagara, and prepamtions were made to
commence nd once coiling it in the fordhodd, A second
ship-load was promised by the 30th. This was to e
sigrwed awny in the watd-room tier abuft.  The two vis-
selt eferred G alove, 1t s estimated, will bring off s
ferenilrend sl fifty wniles of the eabde,

view of the approaching t of the I guvern-
ment. A Jnuduble desive was manifested by what few
citizens and residents there were o render onr condition
as pl 1 05 cire would permit,  One of the
blosks of buildings alrendy mentioned was situated on the
onnt wide of what was intended for the Capitol Square,
andd, heing chicfly ooonpliad liy an extensive nnd well-kept
hotel, acconunodated . goodly mumber of the members,
Our little party took lodgings with a Mr. Peacock, in
one of the houses on the New Jersey avenue, with the
addition of Sonators Trmey, of Connectiout, and Chip-
man and  Paine, of Vermont ; and Reprosentalives
homns, of Marylaand, and Done, Edmowd, aond Giris-
wold, of Connecticut,  Bpeaker Sedgwick was allow-
wil o voom to himself; the vest of us in pairs.  To my ex-
collent friend  Davenport and mysell wos nllotted n spo-
cions and decently-fumished apartment, with soparate
bidds, on the lowor floor.  Our diet was various, but al-
ways substuntinl, and we were attended by notive and
mithful servants. A large proportion of the southern
members took lodgings at Georgetown, which, though of
 superior order, were three miles distunt from (he Capi-
tol, amd of conrse rendered the daily employment of
hackney-conches indispensable.
sNptwithstanding the unfavoralde aspect which Wash-
ington presented on our arrival, T eannot sufficiently ex-
press my adudration of ity loeal poxition.  From the
Capitol ¥ou have o distinet view of it fino undulating
surfiner, situnted at the confl o of the Pot and fts
Enstern braneh, the wide expanse of that majestio river to
the bend ub Mount Vernon, i eitics of Alexandeia and
Gevrgetown, and  the cultivatod fields aud blue bills of
Marylwd and Vigginds on either #ide of the river—the
whele constituling o scepe of surpaesing beauty and
wrandonr,  The city has also the inestimable advan-
tage of delightful water, in many instances flowing
from  coplous springs, and always attainable by dig-
ging to & moderate depth; to which may be added
the singular fact that, sachis the due admixture of
toam and ¢luy in the soil of a great portion of the city,
a house may bo built of brick made of the oarth
dug from the collar; hence it was not unusunl o
soe the remaing of & brick-kiln near the nowly-erected
dwelling-house or other edifice.  In short, when we con-
sidor not only these advantages, hat whint, in a nntional
potint of view, in of superior importance—the location on
o fine navigable river, accessible o the whole marithme
frontior of the Unitod States, sl yet easily rendured de-
fensille agalnet foreign fvasion ; sad that, by the facili-
ties of internal navigation and railways, it may be ap-
lieil by the poy Indion of the westorn Statos, and in-
doed of the whole natlon, with less ineonvenionoe than

nny other sonceivahle sitnation —we muet ncknowledge |

T

thast its wolection by s the t sent of
Lht‘ el 1 &

o a striking oxhilition of the
disoernment, wisdom, and forceast which charcterized
that illustrions man.  Under this impression, whenever,
during the six years of my connesion with Congress, the
uestion of removing the seat of government to sone
other place was ngitated —and the proposition was fre-
quently made 1 stood almost alone, as o northern man,
in giving my vote in the nogative."’

P T

Rev. Honry Ward Beecher, botter known as Rifle-
man Boccher, had changed his tuno, but not his
From general his attention is now directed to
We copy the following from the

text.
loeal politics.

Peilsine :

e Bad. Menry Ward Beecher pmds:d " ;nmnndm
Sundny evening on the prevalling corruptions in our city
gn\‘rl’lf!nellt. not. only as seent i the recent disgraceful
deyelopment in which the mayor his figured, but ns
equally apparent in the stadions aned orvganized effort on
the part of officors of the law to dofeat and paralyse all
the Beneficinl legislation that Tas been haed for years past
againat intemperance, gambiing, and emigrant swind-
Ting."" y

Commont is needloss,

Jumes Prioe, o cond-heaver, was killed by o fall while
the Ningars wos nt the dock-yard at Portsmouth. e
wiis bunfbd at the hospital burying-grounds of that port.

From the Philadelphis Argus,
NEW CONSTITUTION FOR IOWA.

In August next the peoplo of lowa ave to yote upon
the question of the adoption of a now consfitution, pre-
pared by a convention held at Towa City Inst winter, In
the matterof State ofticers, the tenure of oflice bas been
limited to two years, fnstead of four ; a liontenant gov-
ornship s been ereatad ; three supreme judges are to
Ine elected for six yenes, one of thom atench. bienninl elec-
tion ; the Stute I8 o be divided into eloven judicial dis-
tricts for the election of cireuit judges and distelet sttor-
neyw; the senate §s fixed ot fifly, and e Bouse at one
hundved membery, (now 33 and 78 vespectively,) mul
bieunial sesslons wro véfained,  The geat of government
is pormanently loeated ¢ Fort: des Moines, and the cily
is 1o bo called Demoines. The Btate will not be al-
lowed to condract o debt greater than £250,000, and
no city or town can do the ssme thing to a greater ex-
tent than five per cont. of & wnluation.  The legisla-
fure can pass n general banking law, sod also establish ©
State bank with Tennches, but such o law or lnws st
e approved by o popular vote. - A State board of educa-
tion, to consit of e NHentendnt governor and one men-
ber feom cach of the judicial districts, tie district member
to hold oftice for four years, Ts to be extaliistied, with pow-
eri of Togislntion on adl educational matters, sulject o
the supervisigy of the generil assembly. ‘The next eloc-
tion of memers of Congress will oeenr in 1859, and af-
tarwardsin cach socond year, the tine being changed be-
catise the Btate elections will ocour only in those yems,
The point of greatest intevost in this new  constitution is
a slide guestion —whether the word “*white™ (in relation
to the qualification of cithaons) shall be stricken out ! The
democrnts in the convention snceeoded  in making (his o
sepirate isue, and in presevibing that o majority of
all" the voles cast must be given affiematively in order o
adopl it

" From the Babimors American
MOUNT VERNON.

The “Bouthern Matron'' s still indefitigable in her of
forts with reforence to Mount Yernon.  Already a lurge
s hiws beon raised, aml another stivring appest hux just
been fsoed, The purpose of the “Southern Matron'' nnd
of the patriotic daughiters of America fs to rise the sim
of two hundred thonsand  dollars, by valuntary subserip-
tion, previous to the 28d day of Febroary next, for the
purchase of Mount Vernon from its prosent proprictor,
anal its dodicntion on that hallowed  birtheday, the one
hundrod and twenty-sixthy126) amniversiry of Washing:
tons Lirth, s the perpotusl shiring of greatness, patrict
ism, and worth. Mo than one-cighth of the required
sum s boen aleoady raised by the eloguenee of the gift-
ol Everett.  Orators, lecturers, editors, nnd  ploaders of
both wexes are already actively st work in the maise noble
cumng bk i rogquines united s well s vigoroms efforts
to achieve the consummation most devoutly to e wishol
And hence wo solivit the  co-operation of all wlho Gl 00
interest in the pateiotic cause. AN sulweriptions of o dil
Tar noud npwards may be divected to M. Wi, F. Bitchic,
first viee prowident, or M. Williarm 11 MeFnrlal, trons
uror of the Ladics’ Mownt Vernon Amsoviation, Richmond,
Vi, Throughout the South thio Hyeliest focling prevoils
upon the m}\ju:t.. andd it da belloved that the desiralle

consmmmation will speedily bo relizad,




